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Community Development Fund  - Criteria

The authority recognises the importance of the Community and Voluntary sector within 
Powys. In line with 2025 Vision the Community Development Grant will:

The fund aims to improve local conditions and enable people to participate in their local 
community, working in partnerships with Town and Community Councils, Village Hall 
Committees, Voluntary Health Focussed Organisations, Youth, Arts and Play Organisations.

Each organisation will be treated fairly, equally and in an open manner that recognises the 
important role they are delivering.

Generally, it will consider applications for grants which:

How projects are funded

Projects or activities are restricted to a maximum grant of - 

                                    £10000 Capital and £3000 Revenue.  

Support the Authority’s Vision 2025 – assists in delivering 
it’s core values and principles
Strengthen our relationship with residents and communities 
Where communities have an active role in the design and 
delivery of the services they need
Show commitment to equality of opportunities in line with 
the Strategic Equality Plan 2016-2020

Support the Economy
Support Health & Care
Support our residents and Communities
Strengthen learning and skills
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Individuals for their personal needs
Overseas travel or expeditions for individuals and groups.
Private groups operating as a business for profit
Fundraising activities / Sponsored events
Political parties or organisations intending to support or oppose any  
particular political party, or to discriminate on the grounds of race,
religion, disability, gender or sexual orientation 
Organisations promoting religious beliefs. However, churches are eligible where 
funding is for adaption or improvement for community use
Medical research & equipment
Retrospective grants
Animal welfare

Voluntary or community organisation
Registered charity
Constituted group or club
Not-for-profit company or Community Interest Company
Statutory body (including town, parish and community councils)

Who can apply:

Who cannot apply:

Generally, the Council cannot accept an application from the following:

Community Development Capital Fund:

The Fund is able to consider up to a 50% grant rate of the project shortfall, after all other 
Government, Lottery and European funding has been taken into account For example: - a 
project with a total cost of £10,000 that has successfully secured Lottery funding for £5,000.

This grant scheme does not consider any “in-kind” contributions, i.e.: volunteers’ time or 
goods and services donated to the project, as part of the Organisations contribution.

Community Development Revenue Funding

The one-off revenue funding element supports varied activities throughout the County; 
again, in line with the Council’s Vision 2025

Create or refurbish facilities available to the community as a whole or adapting 
them to ensure equal access to disabled people as required under the Disability 
Discrimination Act 2010
Improve the built or natural environment for local people
Improve the well-being of the community by encouraging active and healthy 
lifestyles.
Provide facilities or activities, which reduce poverty, inequality, discrimination 
and social disadvantage.
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Event Sponsorship

Requests from Organisations towards ‘sponsorship’ of an event 
(normally arts and cultural or sporting events) will be considered.
 
Sponsorship applications for small-scale events where the total 
expenditure will be considered for an award as a guarantee against 
genuine financial loss, up to an amount, this is subject to the above 
50% rule. This means we will not give an outright grant, but should the 
event incur a loss, we will release the amount of money needed to cover the agreed loss. 

This grant scheme does not consider any “in-kind” contributions, i.e.: volunteers’ time or 
goods and services donated to the project, as part of the Organisations 
contribution

Local community activities:

This fund will consider one – off projects designed to develop and implement new activities, 
or the extension of existing projects that actively involve people in their local community. 
This can be to support small-scale projects that promote arts and education, encourage 
healthier living, develop local sports, support heritage initiatives or enhance community 
cohesion. This is also subject to the 50% rule.

This grant scheme does not consider any “in-kind” 
contributions, i.e.: volunteers’ time or goods and 
services donated to the project, as part of the 
Organisations contribution.

Community Development Fund Process:

Once the completed application is received with all relevant supporting documentation:

Decision made in a minimum of 8 weeks in order that you may know the 
outcome. These will be our minimum standards, however there may be 
occasions, for example, if your application is not straightforward or that you 
have not supplied supporting information, which may mean that the process 
may take a little longer.
Award letter sent out with Terms & Conditions and BACS form
Claim form sent out on completion of project.
Payment letter sent out.  
Payment
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General Criteria

All organisations must supply:

Applications are scored and will receive priority where:

The project to be grant aided is in line with the key areas of the Councils’ Vision 2025

All Outputs and Outcomes will be monitored as part of the monitoring process that will be 
undertaken should the application be successful.

Any grant from Powys County Council must be additional. By this we mean 
that the grant does not replace any other funding that is still available to the 
applicant.
One application per organisation per year. 
One Capital and one Revenue may be  considered
Local authorities or other public bodies can also apply for financial assistance 
for projects where they do not have the statutory powers to provide, subject to 
the Fund’s eligibility criteria.

A copy of their most recent accounts, audited where possible
A copy of their constitution, which must include a satisfactory equal 
opportunities statement, health & Safety policy and child protection policy 
A copy of their annual report, if applicable
A copy of all policies relevant to the project, if applicable
All organisations must supply a projected budget of their financial position for 
the year in which the grant is sought.
Properly constituted and intend the grant aid for immediate use in the relevant   
financial year. Grant aid will not normally be awarded where there are large 
unspecified financial reserves.
Proof that the building or associated land is either owned by the applicant 
organisation or subject to a lease of satisfactory duration (for example, 20 
years).
If the facility is leased from another organisation, we will require written 
confirmation of consent for the works from the Landlord.
Supply a minimum of 2 quotes for the work to be carried out (Capital).
Project timeline. 

How to apply

This scheme applies to revenue / capital grants to Voluntary and Community 
Organisations only. Organisations may apply for an application form any time. 

Application forms are available on request following enquiry either by e-mail or telephone 
following an initial discussion with the Community Development Officer, details below. 

To request an application form, please contact Community Regeneration Unit  - 
Tel No: 01597 827659 or email: lizt@powys.gov.uk.  
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Under or overspent? Capital & Revenue

In your original application, you will need to identify as closely as possible how much your 
project is going to cost. Please check the VAT element of your project and, if this cannot be 
reclaimed, it must be included in the total project cost. Any grant offer will be based on that 
figure. When the project has been completed, if you have not spent as much as originally 
thought, we will reduce the amount of grant paid by the same percentage.

We regret that we are not able to increase our grant offer if a project goes over the original 
budget. However, if in the event that your project expenditure is to change significantly for 
reasons or circumstances beyond your control, you should contact us as soon as possible 
to discuss in more detail.

Any grant, or part of a grant not fully utilised by the applicant, must be returned to the 
Council.

The Council will monitor the way in which any grant has been spent, 
and will request information and evidence in this respect from the 
applicant after the grant has been made (monitoring arrangements 
for each grant are set out in the terms and conditions of the particular grant).

The Council’s financial year runs from 1st April – 31st March

What if things go wrong with projects that have started?

Contact us as soon as possible (and any other funding agency that has given a grant 
towards your project) in order to talk the problem through.

Publicity

We will require successful applicants to fully acknowledge the support 
received from Powys County Council.  This may take form in a number 
of ways, depending on your project. We will supply you with the Council’s 
logo or other wording for any publications that you may produce.

Welsh Language

The Council’s Welsh Language policy has regard to the need to support and 
promote the use of the Welsh language, and to the requirements of eligible 
bodies and individuals who use the language in their activities. It will also 
encourage bodies and individuals who receive financial support, to use 
bilingual practices and the Welsh language in their activities according to 
their circumstances. 

To obtain copies of the Council’s various policies, please contact:
Strategic Policy & Performance 
County Hall
Llandrindod Wells
Powys
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Financial monitoring

Applicant organisations will need to keep proper financial records 
and have a bank account. Recipients of all grants must be prepared 
to make their accounts and activities open to inspection by duly 
appointed Officers of the Authority.  

WLGA

PAVO

Local Government House
Drake Walk
Cardiff   
CF10 4LG

Tel:  0290 2046 8600
www.wlga.gov.uk

Unit 30
Ddole Road
Enterprise Park
Llandrindod Wells
Powys
LD1 5DF

Tel:  0845 0093288
www.pavo.org.uk

Finally…

Usually the award of grant is a delegated decision that falls to the Portfolio Holder 
for Economic Development, Housing & Regulatory Services, however in some 
circumstances the application may be referred to the Powys County Council Cabinet 
for decision. The decision is based on a report compiled by Officers of the Council 
composed from information supplied by the applicant. 
Community Development Fund Grant awards vary due to the type of project and the 
other funding sources 

Projects or activities are restricted to a maximum grant of £10,000 Capital, £3000 
Revenue.  

Public funding requires that the money be spent for the purpose that it was originally 
intended. Should for any reason your project change, you must advise us as soon 
as possible, and you must not spend any money until you have received approval 
for the changes.

Information and contact details of support agencies and external funders -


